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Introduction 
 
Thanks to generous funding from the Bettina Salle prize 
awarded to the “Ramaimbangy” project in 2013, an 
environmental education programme was initiated 
around the Vohibe forest to aid the conservation of a 
highly threatened population of greater bamboo lemurs 
(Prolemur simus). Vohibe is a lowland rainforest 
fragment of approximately 500 ha, located at the 
confluence of the Nosivolo and Mangoro rivers in the 
Ambinanidilana Commune of eastern Madagascar, 
where feeding signs of greater bamboo lemurs were 
discovered for the first time in 2010 (Rakotonirina et al. 
2011). The “Ramaimbangy” project, so-called after the 
local name of the greater bamboo lemur, was created to 
save this population through community-based 
conservation activities. Coordinated by The Aspinall 
Foundation, in collaboration with the Durrell Wildlife 

Conservation Trust Madagascar and the Malagasy 
Primate Research Group (GERP), the project has 
benefited since 2012 from financial and material 
support by Help Simus (Association Française pour la 
Sauvegarde du Grand Hapalémur; AFSGH). 
 The greater bamboo lemur is classified as 
Critically Endangered by the IUCN (2012). At Vohibe, 
direct threats to the survival of the species can be 
grouped in three categories (Andrianandrasana et al. 
2013): - hunting (with traps, and also with blow-pipes 
and dogs); - habitat loss (especially due to unauthorized 
slash-and-burn agriculture); and - habitat disturbance 
(including tree and bamboo cutting, and cattle grazing). 
 Environmental education is an opportunity to 
allow local communities to develop a constructive 
perception of forest preservation, which at the same 
time constitutes a habitat for the greater bamboo lemur, 
and of the maintenance of biodiversity as natural 

 

 
Figure 1. Map of the Mahanoro area (from Moat & Smith 2007), with the locations of the Ankazotsifantatra and 
Ambinanidilana Communes around the Vohibe forest (yellow star). 
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Figure 2. Distribution of school textbooks in 
Mahanoro, 23 May 2013. (Photo: Laingo Rakotonirina) 
 

 
Figure 3. Distribution of school textbooks in 
Ankazotsifantatra, 25 May 2013. (Photo: Laingo 
Rakotonirina) 
 

 
Figure 4. The road to Ankazotsifantatra. (Photo: 
Laingo Rakotonirina) 
 

 
Figure 5. The local community forest patrollers of the 
“Ramaimbangy” project, with Tovo Rasolofoharivelo. 
(Photo: Laingo Rakotonirina) 
 

capital. In this way, the conservation actions undertaken 
through the “Ramaimbangy” project with the local 
population and other stakeholders within the Vohibe 
area will be optimised by the results of the education 
programme. 
 
Objectives 
 
The environmental education programme funded in 
2013 by the Bettina Salle Prize aimed to transmit 
“knowledge to conserve” to the local community, and 
“learning for reacting” to local school children, in order 
that: 

1. Local people understand the interactions of the 
biological, physical, social, economic and 
cultural aspects of the area; 

2. Local people acquire the knowledge, values, 
behaviours and practical skills necessary to 
participate responsibly and effectively to 
biodiversity conservation; and 

3. Local people contribute to the resolution of 
environmental problems and to the 
management of environmental quality at a local 
scale. 

 
Activity report for the first mission in May 2013 
 
We undertook the first mission from 22 May to 2 June 
2013. We firstly distributed school textbooks donated 
by Help Simus to three secondary schools in the region 
of Mahanoro (Figs. 1-3): to the “CEG” and the “lycée” 
in the town of Mahanoro on 23 May, and to the “CEG”
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Figure 6. Pupils awaiting our arrival at one of the schools surrounding the Vohibe forest. (Photo : Tovo 
Rasolofoharivelo)  
 

 
Figure 7. Distribution of “Ramaimbangy” writing 
books to school pupils around Vohibe.  
 
of the Ankazotsifantatra Commune on 24 May; the 
route to Ankazotsifantatra being in a remarkably bad 
state (Fig. 4). The school directors and teachers at each 
school were very thankful for these donations. 

We then continued by foot to the village of 
Maromitety, on the south bank of the Nosivolo River, 
opposite the Vohibe forest to the north of the river. We 
met with the local community forest patrollers of the 
“Ramaimbangy” project on 26 May (Fig. 5) in order to 
organise the primatological mission (coordinated by 
Laingo Rakotonirina) and the education activities. 
 The three following days (27-29 May) we 
organised environmental education sessions in the

schools of the local villages most concerned by the 
project (Maromitety, Ambinanidilana and Ambalafatsy; 
Fig. 6). The activities organised during these sessions 
were as follows: 
 

1. Distribution of 1,000 school writing notebooks, 
specially designed and produced for the project, 
with photos of the greater bamboo lemur and 
other local lemurs on the front and back covers, 
accompanied by simple text concerning 
conservation (Fig. 7); 

2. Presentations illustrating the objectives of 
protecting, preserving and conserving 
biodiversity; 

3. Participatory environmental interpretation 
based on personal perceptions and values (Figs. 
8-10); and 

4. Animation through sketches to develop 
personal affection for the conservation of 
greater bamboo lemurs and their habitat, and 
for reducing threats to biodiversity. 

 
The final day of the education mission, 30 May, we 
organised an environmental awareness session for the 
adult members of local community associations 
concerned by the project, with activities similar to those 
organised in the schools. This session aimed to build 
the capacity of community leaders to conserve 
biodiversity (Fig. 11). 
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Figures 8-10. Participatory environmental education sessions with school children living around the Vohibe forest, 
May 2013. (Photos: Tovo Rasolofoharivelo) 
 
Recommendations 
 
For future missions to Vohibe, we recommend the 
continuation of the environmental education sessions in 
the local schools, and, where possible, to add the 
following activities: 
 
Capacity building and support of local community 
assocations 
 
For the local community associations, we suggest a 
series of training sessions aimed at transmitting the 
necessary knowledge to community leaders to be able 
to conserve biodiversity, including the themes: 

• Biodiversity conservation and community-
based conservation leadership, using modules 
developed by REPC-MD (Réseau de 
Educateurs et Professionnels de la 
Conservation); 

• Forestry laws and the use of bush fires, in 
collaboration with the regional environment 
and forestry office in Mahanoro; 

• Reforestation, in particular the establishment 
of community tree nurseries and training of 
nursery staff. 

 
Concerning support of the community associations, the 
“Ramaimbangy” project can help: 

• In the general management of the community 
association so that each association is capable 
to take their responsibilities and to resolve local 
environmental issues;  

• In the application of the social conventions 
(“dina”), approved by local authorities, which 
regulate local natural resource management, 
and the follow-up of cases of non-respect of the 
conventions. 
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Figure 11. Distribution of “Ramaimbangy” writing books to members of community associations based in the 
villages surrounding Vohibe forest, 30 May 2013. 
 
Environmental practice through reforestation 
 

• Firstly, community agents can be trained in the 
villages for establishing community tree 
nurseries; 

• Subsequently, restoration of degraded forest 
areas using native species grown in the 
nurseries; and 

• Planting of fast-growing trees outside the main 
forest fragment, to be used for the local needs 
regarding timber and firewood, within limits 
established during the development of a 
simplified management plan for the forest. 

 
Collaboration with local stakeholders to develop an 
integrated conservation plan for Vohibe 
 
The Ramaimbangy project should work in collaboration 
with local stakeholders for control and monitoring 
activities by mixed teams, involving community 
representatives, regional environment and forestry 
officials, and gendarmes, and for multidisciplinary 
training in conservation and development with the 
REPC-MD and the Department of Biological 
Anthropology of Antananarivo University. 
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